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First ERUs to be transferred from Poland

The first transfer of emission reduction units (ERUs) from Poland has been made
for Danish project on landfill gas recovery and utilisation. It is the first practical
implementation of the ERUs under new Polish Act on the System to Manage the
Emissions of Greenhouse Gases and Other Substances that is prepared by Ministry
of the Environment and has provided for implementation of environmental

projects in Poland by foreign partners.

The Landfill Gas Recovery and Utilization Project, Poland is developed and

implemented under the Kyoto Protocol Joint Implementation (JI) mechanism

between Denmark and Poland. The project comprises collection and utilisation of
methane gas on 3 landfill sites in Poland: tubna, Sosnowiec and tegajny. This is the
real and measurable reduction bringing about long-term environmental benefits.

The collected gas will be utilised for energy production thus saving both the

methane outlet and the coal based energy generation. The total expected

reductions of greenhouse gas emission are approximately 621,696 tonnes CO2eq
by 2012. The project also covers enhancement of the landfill gas management
systems through reconstruction and expansion of existing landfill gas utilisation

plants. The project activities include effective combustion of landfill gas in engines
and flares in the three aforementioned localities.

Implementation of such project and the ERUs transfer is possible under Act of 17
July 2009 on the System to Manage the Emissions of Greenhouse Gases and
Other Substances (Official Journal No. 130, Item 1070). The same Act provides
also for entering transactions to sales of the surplus of the Polish Assigned
Amount Units (AAUs) under the International Emission Trading Scheme, including
within overall UN System.

The Joint Implementation (JI) mechanism under Article 6 of the UNFCCC Kyoto
Protocol consists in meeting the reduction commitments by the Annex I countries,
i.e. which achieve reduction of greenhouse gas emission through establishment of
the opportunities to emission accounting by means of implementation of
environmentally sound investment jointly with and in another UNFCCC Annex I

Country. In that way, the Investor-Country reduces its own emission reduction
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cost (as compared to that which it has to incur when implementing a domestic
investment on its own) and enhances its emission cap, whereas the Host-Country
(i.e. implementing a project in question, likewise Poland in this case) gains the
state-of-the-art environmentally sound technology. Consequently, the Emission
Reduction Units (ERUs) obtained through implementation of the JI project are
transferred from the Host-Country to the Investor-Country. The ERUs may be
generated in the period 2008-2012 and transferred to Annex I Countries as a
means to meet in economically effective way their commitments under the Kyoto

Protocol.

Minister of the Environment is responsible in Poland for approval of the JI projects
under the Act on the System to Manage the Emissions of Greenhouse Gases and
Other Substances.(MoE)
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